THE LAST ASSAULT
spew him up! . . .' he said of him at this moment, even
when the favourite still believed himself the master,
On June 9, Richelieu arrived at Aries. He had left
Narbonne, on May 27, after settling all his affairs and
drawing up his will, well aware that, if his enemies were
unable to lay him low, he was none the less a doomed man.
From Aries, on June n, he sent a trusted emissary, Cha-
vigny, to the Secretary of State, des Noyers, who was at
Narbonne, to which the King had returned. M. de Ghavigny
carried a document which the Cardinal had given him.
He requested an audience with the King, whom Cinq-
Mars at that moment was escorting. "Sir,3 said Chavigny,
CI have something to say to the King.5 Louis xin led him
into a neighbouring apartment and, when he came out
again, the King had signed the order for the arrest of
Cinq-Mars and his accomplices. The document that
Richelieu had sent was none other than the text of the
secret treaty designed to betray Sedan to Spain, introduce
enemy armies into France, promote civil war, and place
Gaston d3 Orleans upon the throne. After that, is there any
need to vindicate Louis xm? Critics have professed to see
in this order of arrest proof of the subjection in which
Richelieu held him, and a manifestation of hypocrisy,
perfidy and cowardice. Has he not been accused of
betraying friendship? . . . But where were the traitors in
this affair? Neither Cinq-Mars, nor any of his accomplices,
had the slightest excuse or extenuating circumstance in
their favour, except their foolishness and blindness. Cinq-
Mars had never understood his position at Court; he had
never realised that Louis xm was both a man and a King;
the man was weak, no doubt, always restless, tormented,
easily influenced, but only so far as his private life was
concerned; as soon as the King came upon the stage, and
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